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Pacific Natural Enemies Natural Solutions (NENS) Weed Targets
(organised by programme phase)

1. Recent/current targets (Biocontrol agents released/redistributed in ~last decade or
implementation underway)
1. Cardiospermum grandiflorum — Grand balloon vine
Chromolaena odorata — Chromolaena/Siam weed
Dioscorea bulbifera — Air potato
Doilchandra unguis-cati— Cat’s claw creeper
Lantana camara - Lantana
Leucaena leucocephala — Leucaena
Mikania micrantha — Mile-a-minute
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Mimosa diplotricha — Giant sensitive plant

9. Parthenium hysterophorus — Parthenium weed
10. Passiflora rubra — Red passionfruit

11. Pistia stratiotes — Water lettuce

12. Pontederia crassipes (= Eichhornia crassipes) — Water hyacinth
13. Psidium cattleyanum - Strawberry guava

14. Sida acuta — Broomweed

15. Sida rhombifolia - Broomweed

16. Solanum torvum - Turkey berry/Prickly solanum
17. Spathodea campanulata — African tulip tree

18. Urena lobata — Hibiscus bur

19. Xanthium purgens — Cocklebur

2. Current novel targets (Agents currently being sought, tested or developed)

Coccinia grandis - Ivy gourd

Decalobanthus peltatus (= Merremia peltata) — Peltate morning glory
Epipremnum pinnatum cv aureum — Devil’s ivy/taro vine

Falcataria falcata (Falcataria moluccana) — Moluccan albizia
Miconia crenata (Clidemia hirta) — Koster’s curse

Senna tora/Senna obtusifolia — Sicklepod/wild peanut
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Sphagneticola trilobata — Singapore daisy

3. Emerging targets (/dentified through prioritisation workshops as priority future
targets but no funded work currently in the Pacific)

Antigonon leptopus — Coral vine, hearts of chain

Arundo donax - Giant reed. Agents released in the USA and NZ
Bidens pilosa — Cobbler’s peg

Cenchrus echinatus — Spiny bur grass
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Cenchrus purpureus — Napier grass/elephant grass
Cestrum nocturnum — Night-blooming jessamine
Clerodendrum chinense - Glory bower/Honolulu rose
Cordia alliodora — Spanish elm

Hyptis capitata — Knobweed

Ipomoea macrantha — Beach moonflower

Mikania micrantha —Mile-a-minute. Additional agent needed for habitats unsuited to the

rust fungus (Puccinia spegazzini).

12. Mimosa pigra — Giant mimosa. Major biocontrol programme in Australia with multiple
insects & fungi released.

13. Mimosa pudica - Sensitive plant

14. Piper aduncum - Spiked pepper, wild kava

15. Stachytarpheta cayennensis/ jamaicensis — Blue rat’s tail

16. Syngonium podophyllum — Arrowhead plant

17. Tecoma stans - Yellow bells
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4. Other Pacific weeds of more restricted distribution which may be of future
concern or of lower priority

1. Adenanthera pavonina — Red bead tree

2. Broussonetia papyrifera — Paper mulberry

3. Cassytha filiformis — Love vine

4. Castilla elastica

5. Clerodendrum quadriloculare — Bronze-leaved clerodendrum
6. Commelina diffusa

7. Cuscuta campestris — Field dodder

8. Cyperus aromaticus (=Kyllinga polyphylla)

9. Cyperus rotundus

10. Distimake tuberosus —Wood rose

11. Elephantopus mollis

12. Funtumia elastica

13. Hedychium coronarium —White ginger lily

14. Hedychium flavescens - Yellow ginger lily

15. Hedychium gardnerianum - Kahili ginger

16. Miconia calvescens miconia

17. Pennisetum purpureum — Napier grass, Eelephant grass
18. Samanea saman — Rain tree

19. Syzygium jambos — Rose apple

20. Thunbergia grandiflora — Bengal clockvine

21. Tithonia diversifolia

22. Tradescantia spathacea — Oyster plant/Moses in the cradle
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